The Feudal System

FEU DAL SYSTEM The Feudal System was introduced
to England following the invasion
KING and conquest of the country by
. William I (The Conqueror).
Provide
ety orants | | The system had been used in
knights France by the Normans from the
time they first settled there in about
BARONS 900AD.
Provide |/
protection | f Grant It was a simple, but effective
& military || landitn system, where all land was owned
service | by the king. One quarter was kept
YIKNIGHTS | by the king as his personal
property, some was given to the
Provide Grant church and the rest was leased out
food and land to under strict controls.
SEervices
Each group of people had certain
PEASANTS duties and obligations to perform.
The King

The king was in complete control. He owned all
the land in the country and would only allow
people he could trust to lease land from him.

Men that were selected to lease land had to swear
an oath to remain faithful to the King at all times.

These men were known as barons. They were
wealthy, powerful and had complete control of the
land they leased from the King.
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Barons

The land that barons leased from the King was known as a
manor and the barons were called the Lord of the Manor. They
kept as much land as they wanted for their own use and
divided the rest among their knights.

The barons were in complete control of this land. They
established their own system of justice, minted their own
money and set their own taxes.

In return for the land they had been given by the king, the
barons had to serve on the royal council, pay rent and provide
the king with knights for military service when he demanded it.
They also had to provide lodging and food for the king and his
court when they travelled around the country.

Knights

Knights were given land by a baron. In return
for the land they had to provide military service
when demanded by the king. They also had to
protect the baron and his family, as well as the
manor, from attack.

The knights kept as much of the land as they
wished for their own personal use and
distributed the rest to peasants.

Peasants

Peasants, sometimes known as serfs or villeins, were
given land by knights. In return they had to provide the
knight with free labour, food and service whenever it
was demanded.

Peasants had no rights. They were not allowed to leave
the Manor and even had to ask for permission before
they could marry.
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Feudal System True or False

Decide which of the following statements about the Feudal System are true and
which are false

1. The Normans introduced the Feudal System to England True [ ]
False [ ]
2. The king owned all the land True []
False [|
3. Barons leased land from knights True []
False [ ]
4. Peasants were richer than barons True [ ]
False [ ]
5. Knights had to provide military service True []
False [ ]
6. Knights gave food to peasants True []
False [ ]
7. Peasants fought for the king True [ ]
False []
8. Barons served on the Royal Council True []
False []
9. Peasants paid rent to the king True []
False [ ]
10. Peasants had to give food to knights True []
False [ ]
11. Knights leased land from barons True []
False [ ]
12. Peasants were very poor True []
False [ ]
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How Did Medieval People Live?

Housing

Noblemen and Women

Early Medieval Period

The houses of the rich were made out of [ &= &
stone and had thatched roofs.

This early medieval cottage would have been
inhabited by the Lord of the Manor and his
family and servants. It has two rooms. The
room on the left of the picture would have
been the main living and sleeping area for the

family and their servants. :

It has a small window and a place cut into the floor for the hearth. There is a
small hole in the roof above the hearth to let smoke escape. The other smaller
room contains a stone oven.

The animals would have been housed in a separate building, probably a
wooden barn, and another building would have been used to store crops which
were grown on the land around the house.

Later Medieval Period

The houses of the very rich were made out of brick, but because brick was
very expensive most chose to build the half-timbered houses that are now
commonly referred to as Tudor houses.

Blackened oak wood was used to
make the framework and plaster was
used to fill the spaces.

Roofs were tiled and some houses now
had glass windows and chimneys.

Houses had two or more floors and
servants slept in the upper rooms.

Most houses had stables where their
horses were kept.

Those who lived in the country grew their own fruit and vegetables and kept
animals for meat and dairy produce. Rich merchants that lived in towns would
have purchased food from the local marketplace.
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Peasants

Early Medieval Period

Those that were too poor to pay someone to build a house for them had to
make their houses themselves. Some people were too poor to pay for building
materials and had to use whatever they could find to construct a hut that would

provide shelter.

The simplest houses were made from sticks and straw.

These basic huts did not offer much protection. They
were easy to attack and could fall apart if the weather
was severe. There was only enough room inside for one

or two straw mattresses and food had to be cooked

outside.

Later Medieval Period

The Black Death of 1348 killed a large number of the peasant population. This
meant that there were not enough peasants to work in the fields. Landowners
desperate for workers to harvest their crops began offering wages to anyone
who would work on their land. Peasants were, for the first time, able to offer
their services to the landowner that would pay the highest wage.

With more money, peasants were able to afford better housing and many now
lived in wattle and daub houses.

These houses offered much better protection and there
was space inside for the animals. Generally the family
lived in one main room and a section at one end was
reserved for the animals.

The hearth (fireplace) would be in the centre of the
living area and would provide heat for warmth and
cooking.

There were no windows or chimney so these houses
would be dark, smokey and smelly.
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Clothing

What you wore depended on who you were in the medieval period.

If you were rich you would probably own a variety of clothes, in the latest styles
and colours. If you were a poor peasant, you may only own one tunic.

Although it was possible to obtain silks and other luxurious materials from
abroad, they were very expensive. Most clothing was therefore made out of
wool which was cheap and easy to obtain. This meant that clothing in the
medieval period was itchy, difficult to wash and dry and very hot in the
summer. ' '

Noblemen and Women

Early Medieval Period

These pictures (right) show the costume worn
by the rich during the early medieval period.

The man is wearing a woollen tunic, belted at
the waist that has been embroidered around
the hem and sleeves. Over this he has a
woollen cloak fastened with a brooch.

The man's wife is wearing a woollen dress, tied
at the waist over a white linen underskirt, Over
this she has a woollen cloak. Her headdress is
made out of linen and is held in place with a
headband.

Later Medieval Period

This famous Jan Van Eyck portrait painted in 1435
shows a rich nobleman and his wife dressed in the
typical fashion of the day.

The man is wearing a fur-trimmed velvet gown over

a black padded long shirt that has gold embroidery

4 | around the edges. He has black stockings to cover
~ | his legs. The large hat is a sign of his wealth.

The man's wife is wearing a green woollen dress
trimmed with cream coloured fur that is belted very
high. Underneath the dress she has another dress
made out of blue material. Her headdress is made
out of fine expensive linen.
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Peasants

Early Medieval Period

The clothing of peasants was basic,
practical and not decorated.

The man is wearing a short woollen tunic
belted at the waist over short woollen
trousers. He is wearing a small hat over a
woollen cowl and boots on his feet.

The man’s wife is wearing a woollen dress
over a woollen underskirt. She has a
woollen cowl to protect her head and
shoulders and boots on her feet.

Later Medieval Period

This picture, from a painting by
Bruegel, shows medieval peasants
enjoying a local festival. They are,
therefore, wearing their best clothes.

The man is wearing a short woollen
jacket over a woollen tunic. He is
wearing stockings and shoes on his
feet and has a small cap on his head.

The man’s partner is wearing a
woollen dress over a woollen
underskirt. She is also wearing a linen
headdress.
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DRAW AND COLOR A NOBLEMAN OR PEASENT USING REALISTIC CLOTHING AND COLORS.




Food

Noblemen and Women

This medieval woodcarving from the 14" century shows the King at a banquet.

One serving boy offers the King first choice of wine or ale poured from a jug
while another offers him the first cut of meat. The other people at the banquet
will be served in turn according to their rank and the least important people will
get whatever remains.

The nobles always ate well, even during winter. Unlike most of the people who
lived on the manor, nobles could afford to buy salt to preserve meat all the
year round. They could also afford pepper to spice tasteless food or food
which was beginning to go bad.

Meat — beef, pork, lamb, chicken or goose was eaten daily. It was generally
roasted or made into a stew thickened with grain and vegetables. Meat was
not allowed to be eaten on Fridays and on this day fish — salmon, herring, trout
or other freshwater fish would be eaten instead.

Bread would be served at most meals and cheese and butter would also be
available. A variety of fruits would be served after the main course.

Plates were made out of wood but sometimes they used large slices of day-old
bread as plates for the meat and sometimes they ate out of bowls. Although
they had knives and spoons, there were no forks, so people used their fingers
a great deal.
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A Typical Daily Menu

Breakfast
This would be eaten early, probably around 6 am and would include white
bread, cheese, cold meat and fresh fruit served with ale or wine.

Dinner
This would be served between 11 am and 1 pm. This was generally two
courses. The first course would consist of meat, fish, pastries and white bread
served with wine or ale. This would be followed by fruit, cheese and nuts.

Supper
This would be eaten in the early evening and would include similar foods to
those served at dinner.

This picture shows food being prepared for the lord’s dinner.

A kitchen boy can be seen roasting a pig over the kitchen fire. The meat
hanging to the right of the fire is ready to be cooked.

In the foreground two women are preparing food. The one on the left is using a
millstone to grind grain into flour while the other is using a mortar and pestle to
grind herbs or spices.
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Peasants

The peasants’ main food was a dark
bread made out of rye grain.

They ate a kind of stew called
pottage made from the peas, beans
and onions that they grew in their
gardens.

Sweet foods eaten by peasants
were those that grew naturally —
apples, pears, berries and nuts.
They also ate honey that they
collected from the woods.

Most peasants kept pigs. As pigs could survive on acorns that could be found
in the woods they were cheap and easy to keep.

They could hunt rabbits or hares but might be punished for this by their lord.

A Typical Daily Menu

Breakfast
This would be eaten early, probably as soon as the sun rose and would
include dark bread, cheese, cold meat and fresh fruit.

Dinner
This would be eaten in the fields between 10 am and noon and usually
consisted of dark bread and cheese with ale to drink.

Supper

This would be eaten at around sunset and would consist of a pottage made
from vegetables and meat if available, served with dark bread and ale.

Peasants cooked and prepared their own food over
open fires.

Bread was baked in the baker’s oven.
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Daily Routines

Noblemen

The daily routine for noblemen was the same throughout the
year.

The day would begin at sunrise when, if not already awake
the nobleman would be woken by his servants bringing
water for him to wash and shave.

When he was dressed he would attend mass in his chapel.
This would be followed by the first meal of the day.

After breakfast he would turn his attention to business. He
would receive reports about the state of the land and any
problems concerning crop production or harvest.

Time would also be spent on the financial aspect of running
the manor — paying taxes and bills and ensuring that tenants
had paid their rent.

Certain days of the year were also set aside for the lord to hear complaints and
grievances from his tenants and also to settle any disputers.

At around mid-morning prayers would be heard before the main meal of the
day, dinner.

After dinner the nobleman would spend time hunting or riding around his
estate. He may also spend time practising with his weapons.

At sunset there would be prayers followed by supper in the great hall. Jugglers
or minstrels would provide evening entertainment.

Prayers would be heard again before bedtime.

Page 18
Medieval Life Information & Activity Worksheets © 2007 H Y Wheelerwww.historyonthenet.com



Peasants

Peasants rose before sunrise and began their day with breakfast. They would
work on the land from sunrise to sunset stopping for lunch at around noon.
They would eat their evening meal soon after sunset and go to bed as soon as

it was dark.

The actual tasks carried out by peasants were governed by the farming year.

The Farming Year
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Timeline Activity

Complete this timeline to show the daily routine of a nobleman and a peasant

6am. — Getsup
[
Gets up — Sunrise

8 a.m.

Nobleman 10 a.m. Peasant

12 Noon

Sunset

8 p.m.

10 p.m.
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